Aboriginal children's commissioner reviews 1000 cases in out-of-home care
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Victoria's Commissioner for Aboriginal Children Andrew Jackomos is reviewing all cases of Aboriginal children living in out-of-home care. Photo: Justin McManus

Victoria's commissioner for Aboriginal children is reviewing at least 1000 individual cases of children in out-of-home care amid a steep increase in
those living away from their parents.
When the Commissioner for Aboriginal Children and Young People, Andrew Jackomos, committed to reviewing every case in 2013, the number of
children stood at 1000.
However, Mr Jackomos estimated that figure could reach 1500 by June this year.
"Those 1000 Aboriginal babies and children across the state are dispersed," he said. "We should know each one of those children."
Mr Jackomos said the vast majority of children placed in care had come from families where there was male-perpetrated family violence as well as
"drugs and alcohol in the background".
"If we can address family violence we'll make improvements on decreasing the numbers of kids in out-of-home care and the numbers of kids who grow
up in youth justice and the adult prison system."
Mr Jackomos stressed that the "great majority" of Victoria's Aboriginal children lived in healthy, safe and nurturing homes with loving parents. And
regions with strong Aboriginal "community infrastructure" had made good progress, he said.
However, he believed more could be done to keep families together.
Children are placed in out-of-home care if there are concerns that they are at risk of harm.
So far Taskforce 1000 has assessed 250 cases through "area panels" that move throughout the state. The panels have visited Melbourne's western
suburbs, Dandenong, Latrobe Valley, Mildura and Swan Hill.
Mr Jackomos said many of the children in care are grandchildren of Aboriginal people who were removed from their families.
The area panels include a range of professionals, including representatives from the Department of Health and Human Services, the Education
Department, Aboriginal communities, health workers, police, Indigenous education officers and community sector groups.
Each case is presented to the panel, which then reviews the child's history and how their life can be improved. The children's identities are anonymous
to all but the case managers.
"There may be community members who may not know the individual but may know the general clan group. One of the first points of presentation is
where is the child from? Who's their clan? Who's their mob?"
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Mr Jackomos said the majority of cases considered so far had resulted in "better outcomes" and many of the children were reconnecting with their
families.
About 60 per cent of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander children in out-of-home care in Victoria were living with kin by June last year.
The Victorian Aboriginal Child Care Agency has welcomed Taskforce 1000, citing deep concerns about the growing number of Aboriginal children
spending long periods in out-of-home care.
The agency's policy and planning director, Nigel D'Souza, said there was a lack of funding available to families for kinship care arrangements. "It's very
difficult for them when they do take on the extra child," he said.
The agency wants Aboriginal children to be placed with kin if they cannot live with their parents.Those in out-of-home care should be placed with
Aboriginal families when possible and reunited with their own families at the earliest opportunity, the agency said.
Mr Jackomos said the cases of Indigenous children in care should be managed by "suitably skilled and resourced Aboriginal community
organisations", a view shared by welfare agency Berry Street.
Berry Street public policy director Julian Pocock said Aboriginal agencies should be supported to make decisions about what was best for the children
in care.
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